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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE AND ITS METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
image pickup device that picks up a natural 
image corresponding to an image pickup subject 
to be photographed. 

SOLUTION: When it is discriminated that a 
target dynamic range is higher than a subject 
dynamic range, the opening/closing operation of 
an aperture 2 is controlled so as to match a 
mean luminance of an image with a desired 
luminance by a user. When it is discriminated 
that the subject dynamic range is higher than 
the target dynamic range, the opening/closing 
operation of the aperture 2 is controlled so as to 
match a difference between a maximum 
luminance of the target dynamic range and a 
maximum luminance of the subject dynamic 

range with a difference between a minimum luminance of the target dynamic range 
and a minimum luminance of the subject dynamic range. Thus, exposure control in 
response to the subject dynamic range can be conducted to allow the image 
pickup device to pick up a natural image corresponding to the image pickup 
subject. 
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